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Battle of 
the Books

Black Mountain Elementary Battle of the 
Books’ teams participated in the Zone finals 
held at Rutland Elementary in April.  All of 
our teams fought hard battles with our grade 6 
team losing a tough tie-breaker for third place.  
The top three teams of The Zone battle move 
on to a District battle. 

Battle students begin the literacy program 
in September having to read a total 9 books.  
Participants read the 9 books many times, 
write story element summaries on the books 
and participate in mock battles to prepare for 
the Zone battle.   Teams of three plus an alter-
nate are chosen to represent each school. 

Congratulations to all of BME's teams for 
showing great team spirit in the competition.

Container 
Gardening
Written by:   Kobe Y. and Megan V.   Grade 3

Have you ever planted a garden?  We have!  
In Mrs.  Thibert’s grade 3 class at Black Moun-
tain Elementary we planted gardens!  Each of 
us planted beans, carrots, radishes, and lettuce.  
Two weeks ago we sowed the seeds, and some 
are growing big, some are small, and some are 
still not yet growing.  It was awesome planting 
them.  

First we had to collect clear plastic salad 
containers, and then our teacher put soil in them.  
It took only a few days for the first few plants to 
emerge.  We were so excited.  The first thing to 
grow was the radishes.  We learned that soaking 
beans before planting them makes them grow 
faster.  We also did an experiment to see the 
xylem in celery.  It carries water from the roots 
to the leaves.  Did you know that plants breathe 
in carbon dioxide and breathe out oxygen?  It is 
fascinating!  Seeing our plants grow was spec-
tacular.  Gardening is always fun.  You should 
try it!

Spring Poems
Written by:  Aleen, Quincy, and Alanna Grade 2

These Grade 2 students welcomed spring with 
some wonderful acrostic poems!
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The Cougar
A Fairy Tale Written by:  Cole Grade 2

Once upon a time there was a cougar.  It 
lived on a big snowy mountain.  He was very 
lonely.  Every day he would go for a run 
through a cave, over a ditch, and up onto his 
favourite tree.  He could see everything from 
there.  One day he was watching the river go 
by when a bald eagle came flying toward him.  
An orca in the ocean had heard that the cougar 
wanted a friend, so 
he magically made 
the bald eagle out of a 
wave!  When the bald 
eagle was right beside 
him, the cougar asked 
him if he wanted to 
be his best friend and 
the bald eagle said 
"Yes!!"  They became 
best friends and lived 
happily ever after.

Tunes Through Times - A Spring Musical
Written by:   Abby F.   Grade 6

“Tunes through Times” was an amazing journey through 
the ages of music. Between 1960 and the 2000’s, there were 
many great hits that the intermediates at BME performed 
beautifully. With all of the lights, colours and sounds, not 
only did the concert bring entertainment to the crowd but the 
students all had a blast getting set up and rehearsing. 

It was also an excellent way for the intermediates to learn 
about the past and really understand the ways of music. 
Whether they were a performer or a stage hand, everyone 
learned quite a lot about the changes in music and all of the 
latest styles of the decades. Over all, it was a performance 
that nobody will forget.
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Justice Prevails
Written by:  Rhianna A.  Grade 6

Hi, I am a grade 6 student from Black 
Mountain Elementary. We recently went to 
Kelowna’s courthouse and it was a blast. Be-
fore going we learned about the justice system 
including the burden of proof, judicial indepen-
dence, the different types of court and the types 
of trials. 

On our field trip we watched two live trials 
and watched a judge sentence two criminals. In 
the afternoon, we went into an empty provin-
cial court room and had a mock trial. In our 
trial we prosecuted “Peter Pan” for kidnapping 
Wendy, John and Peter from the Darling fami-
ly. In the end we learned firsthand that justice is 
being upheld in our courts today.

The Black Mountain Care and Make it Fair 
2014 team is helping to raise money for Free 
the Children’s Brick by Brick campaign. At the 
BME Spring Concert, the Care and Make it Fair 
team decided to raise money by asking for a 

small donation. $189.70 was raised at the door 
by simply asking for change or bills as people 
entered our school gym. Our entire school has 
helped raise approximately $2000.00. Black 
Mountain, Chief Tomat, and Mount Bouche-
rie students are all working together to raise 
$10,000 to build a school in Ghana this year. As 
a group we have raised approximately $7000.00. 
We’re almost at our goal!

Students wish to thank everyone who 
donated to our campaign and also to thank Ms. 
Detjen, for taking them to this year’s Care and 
Make it Fair workshop. We hope to continue to 
receive more donations throughout the rest of 
the school year.

Care and Make it Fair
Written by:   Malia, Brady, Abby, and Sabreen Grade 5 Team
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Kokanee Monitor Club
Black Mountain’s Grade 4-6 Kokanee 

monitors released the Kokanee into Mission 
Creek on May 20th.  The students learned 
about Watershed Management and they were  
involved in two Kokanee survival games at 
Mission Creek Park. 

The Kokanee arrived at BME in September 
and the monitors took care of them, rotating 
through their duties on a weekly basis until 
their release.  The students helped with weekly 
water exchanges, chemical and tank health 
checks, and feeding the Kokanee four times a 
day. This year we had over 70 students involved 

in the program.  We wish our Koknee luck as 
they are released into the natural environment. 
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